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Abstract. The synergy between industry and educational institutions must be maintained in order to advance education in Indonesia. To strengthen the synergy between industry and educational institutions, the government launched the Freedom to Learn-Independent Campus program through the Minister of Education and Culture. However, there are still numerous challenges to be overcome in practice. One of them is the condition that existed during the Covid 19 pandemic. In such cases, technology is one of the solutions that can be used to ensure that the educational process runs smoothly. This study is a descriptive study based on a literature review. Selecting topics, exploring, determining research focus, determining data sources, reading library sources, collecting research data, processing research note data, and compiling research results comprised the research design. Editing, organizing, and finding data are some of the data collection techniques employed. Interpretive and deductive analysis are the data analysis techniques used. The findings are as follows:  1) The relevance of industry needs and graduate competencies is critical for each educational institution to improve the quality of graduates. The more relevant the industry's needs are to the graduates' competencies, the more likely it is that they will be able to work well. 2) Industry involvement is very important in this freedom to learn-independent campus program. This is because industry is one of the places to focus on developing student competencies for a minimum period of 6 months or more. 3) The role of technology is one of the solutions to answer the challenges of education and the learning process during the pandemic. In this case, technology is divided into 3 aspects, namely information technology, educational technology, and tool/machine technology.
introduction

In recent years, the development of education in Indonesia has become extremely dynamic. One of the most important factors is the pandemic situation caused by covid 19. Almost every aspect of education necessitates changes to existing conditions. Learning methods, media, mechanisms, technology, and curriculum are all examples of things that need to be tweaked. Since the pandemic, technology has become increasingly important in learning activities [1]. This is because the use of technology allows for learning interactions even when space for movement and face-to-face interaction is limited. Humans can still explore space and time with technology [2].
The entire structure of Indonesia's education system has changed dramatically since the COVID-19 pandemic. Especially in relation to the online learning process. This necessitates that all education providers, educators, and students be able to utilize and use technology in the learning process. If, prior to the pandemic, the learning process was dominated by face-to-face and offline interactions, this condition could no longer be maintained during the pandemic. This condition clearly poses its own set of challenges for education in Indonesia.
Changes in the structure of the education system in Indonesia are abrupt, necessitating quick adjustments. This represents a significant challenge for Indonesian educational development. All aspects of education must move quickly in tandem with technology to ensure that educational quality remains high even in the event of a pandemic. This condition necessitates that everyone in every circle be technologically literate and adapt to all current technological developments. Starting from basic education level to higher education.
Many new policies in educational institutions have been implemented in recent years. One of them is the freedom to learn-independent campus. This policy was implemented almost simultaneously with the emergence of the covid 19 outbreak. The freedom to learn-independent campus policy is a learning program policy that allows university students to study outside of their study program. The freedom to learn-independent campus policy applies to all universities in Indonesia. This policy represents the government's effort to fulfill students' rights and learning opportunities to gain competence and capabilities through a learning process outside of their study program. Depending on the policies of each university, this program may be equivalent to a number of course credits. Several universities have implemented a capability approach to their curriculum in order to implement the freedom to learn-independent campus program.
The policy regarding the freedom to learn-independent campus is in line with the national standards of higher education in Indonesia (SNDikti). According to Article 18 of the SNDikti in 2020, undergraduate or applied undergraduate students can fulfill their study period and load by: 1) participating in the entire learning process in study programs at universities according to the study period and load, and 2) participating in the learning process in the program. The rest participate in learning outside of the study program and study according to the period and study load. According to SNDikti article 15, the freedom to learn-independent campus program is facilitated by: 1) studying in another study program at the same university, 2) studying in the same study program at a different university, 3) studying in another study program at a different university, and 4) studying at non-university institutions. Industry is one example of a non-university institution.
The freedom to learn-independent campus program emphasizes the importance of students being able to study more freely, particularly in the industrial world. This is due to the fact that developments in the industry tend to be faster than those in universities. It is hoped that by participating in an internship program for a set period of time, such as 6 months, students will be able to learn firsthand how to get involved in the industrial world. Unfortunately, many industries are dissatisfied with student performance during the initial internship activities. One of the factors is the incompatibility of technological advances and competencies required by industry with those obtained by students during lectures [3]. As a result, collaboration between industry and universities is required to align competencies and developments in the workplace today [4]. This is critical because the vast majority of university graduates will go on to work in the industrial world.
[bookmark: _Hlk81344294]The synergy between industry and universities must be maintained in order to advance education in Indonesia. Both parties must back each other up. To strengthen the synergy between industry and universities, the government launched the Freedom to Learn-Independent Campus program through the Minister of Education and Culture. However, there are still numerous challenges to be overcome in practice. One of them is the COVID-19 pandemic conditions. During the pandemic, students are unable to freely pursue internships in industry. This is because some industries are unwilling to accept offline students for direct internships. In these circumstances, technology is one of the solutions that can be used to keep internships running. Based on these conditions, a more in-depth study of the importance of using technology in an effort to synergize between industry and universities, particularly in the freedom to learn-independent campus program, is required.



method

[bookmark: _Hlk81344364]This study is a descriptive study based on a literature review. Selecting topics, exploring, determining research focus, determining data sources, reading library sources, collecting research data, processing research note data, and compiling research results comprised the research design. Editing, organizing, and finding data are some of the data collection techniques employed. Interpretive and deductive analysis are the data analysis techniques used.


result and discussion
Relevance of Industry Needs and University Graduate Competency Content

Every educational institution is expected to produce superior and professional graduates in their respective fields. This is closely related to graduate employment in the industrial world. The more competent and qualified human resource graduates from a university, the more likely they are to be absorbed into the labor market [5, 6]. Unfortunately, the attainment of graduate competencies has not been fully optimized. This is due to a mismatch between industry requirements and the competencies taught in lectures. One source of this disparity is technological advancements in the industrial world, which are typically faster and more up to date than those in lectures [7].
One of the most visible differences between industry and educational institutions is in the field of technology. As a result, it is necessary to evaluate and update on a regular basis in order to determine the relevance of graduates' competencies to industry needs. Industry and educational institutions can conduct evaluations by collecting data and engaging in two-way communication. Holding a group discussion forum is one example.
The relevance of industry needs and graduate competencies is critical for each educational institution to improve the quality of graduates. The more relevant the industry's needs are to the graduates' competencies, the more likely it is that they will be able to work well. However, current conditions, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic, have not yet fully enabled educational institutions to make significant breakthroughs in order to take action to equalize industry needs and graduate competencies. These are the elements: 1) There are still many educational institutions that lack complete or sophisticated equipment, such as in the industry, necessitating internships for lecturers and students to update their competencies. 2) Educational institutions are still constrained to equalize competence with industry because there is no intense two-way communication; 3) some industries are still apathetic to participate in the development of education in Indonesia; and 4) some industries still have low trust in interns to be able to work independently. 5) During the pandemic, many industries restrict internship activities by lecturers and students, preventing this collaborative activity from running optimally.
Some of the factors mentioned above are challenges that educational institution must face in order to adapt the competence of their graduates to the industrial world. The role of industry in the development of education in Indonesia is also critical. Furthermore, the current administration has established a campus program that allows students to learn independently. The industry should fully support this program so that the quality of education and graduates in Indonesia can become superior, qualified, and professional human beings.


The Importance of Industry Involvement in the Freedom to Learn-Independent Campus Program

The world of education is rapidly evolving, as evidenced by the emergence of technological innovations that necessitate changes to the educational system in a variety of ways. This must also be in sync with the demands of the workplace. Education should reflect a learning process capable of accommodating all of a student's potential in order to produce competent and professional graduates [8]. Furthermore, superior human resources play a significant role in Indonesia's national development [9]. So it should be if education is one of the priorities that must be developed and prioritized in Indonesia.
The process of developing education is not solely the responsibility of the government [10]. All citizens and aspects of life in Indonesia play their respective roles. One of them is industry. Industry, as an institution that will house graduates, should contribute to the preparation of high-quality graduates. This condition necessitates industry's willingness to participate and play an active role in the development of education in Indonesia. Among them is support for the Minister of Education and Culture's various policies.
The Freedom to Learn-Independent Campus program is one of the Minister of Education and Culture's policies that is being aggressively implemented. Industry is one of the non-educational institutions targeted by this program. Industry must be willing to provide students with internships for a set period of time. The industry has the authority in this program to the students it accepts to work according to the rules in the company.
Industry involvement is very important in this freedom to learn-independent campus program. This is because industry is one of the places where students can focus on developing their skills for a minimum of six months. This period is considered longer when compared to regular internship activities, which typically last only 2-3 months. It is hoped that with a longer period of time, students' competencies will be much more optimal.


The Role of Technology in the Freedom to Learn-Independent Campus Program

The development of education in Indonesia is always fraught with difficulties. In the learning process, there are no exceptions. The following issues are frequently encountered by students during the learning process: 1) it is difficult to learn abstract concepts, 2) it is difficult to imagine past events, 3) it is difficult to gain direct experience, 4) it is difficult to observe an object that is too big / small, and 5) difficulty understanding complex concepts, among others [11]. The existence of these issues necessitates the resolution of these issues in order for the learning process to function optimally.
The learning process occurs in a variety of ways in the freedom to learn-independent campus program. There are numerous options available to students in order to develop and acquire competencies relevant to their field. Students have the following options: 1) Students can study in different study programs at the same university; 2) students can study in the same study program at different universities; 3) students can choose to study at different programs. different studies at different universities, and 4) students can study in non-educational institutions such as in industry. The large number of options that students can choose, allows them to study in the classroom as well as outside the classroom. This condition will obviously provide different experiences and challenges.
The challenges in the development of education in Indonesia are becoming more diverse, particularly since the COVID-19 pandemic [12]. Many aspects of education, such as the learning process, must be adapted to current conditions. The role of technology is one of the solutions to the challenges of education and the learning process during the pandemic [13]. In this case, technology is divided into three categories: 1) information technology, 2) educational technology, and 3) tool/machine technology.
Information technology is one of the things that is constantly evolving and is inextricably linked to human life in this day and age. Especially during a pandemic like nowadays. Information technology is used as a means of distance communication in the field of education, particularly during the learning process. The pandemic condition prevents face-to-face/offline learning. As a result, the use of information technology has become one of the most important aspects of ensuring the continuity of learning activities. Zoom, Google Meet, WhatsApp, email, telegram, Instagram, Facebook, and other information technology tools are commonly used in the learning process. Various platforms were developed to facilitate communication without being limited by space and time.
Educational technology is one of the technologies that is crucial to the advancement of education in Indonesia. One of them is to support the campus's freedom to learn-independent program. If students choose to learn in a classroom or through theory, educational technology will be one of the things they encounter frequently. This is due to the fact that educational technology can aid in the facilitation of the learning process, thereby improving educational quality. Educational technology serves several functions in the field of education, including: 1) Improving educational quality by: a) assisting lecturers in better allocating time, b) advancing the stages of learning, and c) reducing the burden on lecturers in lecturing, allowing lecturers to facilitate discussions and develop learning processes for students. 2) Present a viewpoint on how education can be more individual, such as providing opportunities for students to develop individual potential and minimizing lecturer supervision. 3) Provide a more scientific foundation for learning through: a) systematic program planning; and b) the development of teaching materials based on scientific principles. 4) Improving lecturers' competence by broadening the scope of more concrete teaching; 5) Prioritizing equitable quality in education.
Furthermore, tool/machine technology also plays a role in the freedom to learn-independent campus program. The advancement of technology in the form of tools or machines that are more innovative and modern has a significant impact on students' competencies [14, 15]. Especially if the students will be working in industry later on. In accordance with current technological developments, adequate competence is required. It is hoped that graduates will be able to work well later in their careers.

CONCLUSION

[bookmark: _Hlk81344396]Based on the results and discussion, it can be concluded that: 1) The relevance of industry needs and graduate competencies is critical for each educational institution to improve the quality of graduates. The more relevant the industry's needs are to the graduates' competencies, the more likely it is that they will be able to work well. 2) Industry involvement is very important in this freedom to learn-independent campus program. This is because industry is one of the places to focus on developing student competencies for a minimum period of 6 months or more. 3) The role of technology is one of the solutions to answer the challenges of education and the learning process during the pandemic. In this case, technology is divided into 3 aspects, namely information technology, educational technology, and tool/machine technology.
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